Pot plan
for Grey
Highlands

DON CROSBY
SUNTIMES CORRESPONDENT

Grey Highlands councilhasno ob-
jectionsforaproposed organicmed-
ical marijuana production facility
near Feversham.

White Wolf Organics will form part
of the agricultural operation of Os-
prey Organics owned by Jamie and
Sandy Gott. It will be a completely
independent operation fromthe Ice
River Springs business.

The plan callsforthe construction
of a 20,000-square facility on prop-
erty at Lot 16 Concession 12 in the
former Osprey Township.

Sandy Gottsaid the intent of White
Wolf Organics is to grow and manu-
facture organic medical marijuana
under license by Health Canada for
use in alleviating pain and suffering.
She and her husband Jamie do not
support recreational marijuanause.

“Ourfocusis onthe medical side of
this project and what can be done to
help with pain and stressrelief, peo-
ple who are in palliative care and for
people who are affected with certain

seizure disorders,” she said duringa
presentationatMonday’s Grey High-
lands council meeting.

Accordingtoinformation submit-
ted to council in support of the re-
quest for a letter of “no objection,”
White Wolf Organics would spend
between $3 million and $5 million
to produce an organic product that
would use sustainable energy sys-
tems, such as geothermal heat.
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The ownershope to employ, inthe
early stages, around 20 people.

Gotttold council she was prompt-
ed to start up this project after her
father in died of cancer in Decem-
ber, 2012, She said he wasn’t able to
get the kind of paini relief he needed
frommorphine prescribed by physi-
cian and medieal marijuana wasn’t
available at the time.

“There seems to be medical proof
that there isrelief, it's not a cure but
relief, and that’s ourgoal, to produce
that but also in an organic form be-
cause we feel that is a healthier op-
tion,” she said.

Gott said she would like to be able
toproduceaproductinan oilbaseor
tablet form which would allow physi-
cians to prescribe precise doses.

The companyis at the initial stage
of applying for a license.

“It will probably be 18 months to
two years before we find out if we get
approval,” said Gott.

According to consultant Ivan
Ross Vrana, who accompanied Gott
to Monday’s council meeting, there
are currently 26 approved facilities
in Canada, most of them in Ontario
and British Columbia. Only one of
those produces an organic product,

Coun. CathyLittlewanted toknow
how this type of operation would be
handled through Grey Highland’s
planning approval process, since
medical marijuanaproductionisnot
specificallymentioned in the munic-
ipality’s official plan.

Chief administrative officer Dan
Best said those questions would be
dealt with in the zoning process.

Councillorsvoted in favour of pro-
viding a letter of “no objection” to
be a part of the Gotts’ application to
Health Canada.
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